
For the Sake of your Servant David- Psalm 132 

In the first part of this Psalm, David swore to the LORD that he would build a house for Him.  David 
resolved to build a house for the LORD. In the last part of this Psalm, the LORD swore to David that He 
would build a house for him. The LORD resolved to build a house for David. The background for this 
Psalm is 2 Sam. 7.  Here we read that David said, “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of 
God dwells in a tent.” This motivated David to build a house or temple for the LORD. But the LORD said 
no to David doing this and said that his son would build God’s temple. But the LORD also said he would 
build a house or dynasty for David. David responded in gratitude, “For you, O LORD of hosts, the God of 
Israel, have made this revelation to your servant saying, “I will build you a house.”    

The first section of our Psalm recalls David’s vow to build a house for God and the hardships he endured 
because of his zeal to do this.  Though God said David would not build this house, David went to great 
pains, evidently sacrificing sleep, to plan and prepare everything for this house to be built by his son. 
This caused the LORD to look upon David with favor. Our Psalm expresses the desire for God to 
remember this in David’s favor, as a basis for God’s blessing on the people of Israel who were 
connected to David. (v1-5)   

They also remembered, through this song, how in their history they had heard that the ark of God, the 
most sacred object in the temple and had been lost, was in Ephrathah, though it was no longer there 
when they looked. And how they had later found it in Jaar and under David had brought it back to 
Jerusalem or Zion. (v6) After the temple was built with the ark in it, the people regularly would set out 
to go to the temple of God. (v7) They would also cry out for God to go to his temple or meet them 
there.  Their desire was to see the evidence of God’s favor on them there, upon God’s priests, among 
God’s saints, and toward God’s King. (v8-10) Solomon used these words at the dedication of the 
temple. He was the anointed one, as King, and he and the people prayed for God not the turn away the 
face of the King. This prayer was made “for the sake of your servant David.”   

The King and the people after David, sought God’s favor for the sake of David. They asked God to 
remember David’s passion and pains to build a house for God in David’s favor and for David’s sake to 
bless his successors on the throne and his people. Similarly, Christians cry out for God’s favor, because 
of the passion and pains of Jesus to build a house or church for God’s glory. We receive God’s kindness 
in salvation, not for our sake, but for the sake of Christ, God’s anointed one. 

In the last part of the Psalm, God swore he would build a house or dynasty for David. David would have 
his dynasty where God would have his dwelling. David’s dynasty and God’s dwelling would be in Zion, 
and his dynasty would ultimately become glorious and God’s dwelling would ultimately become 
prosperous. God would raise up a horn and a lamp for David. His enemies would be clothed with shame 
and He would have a crown that shined. (v11-18)  

Jesus Christ, God’s anointed One and the Son of David, is the ultimate fulfilment of all these promises.  
Isaiah prophesied his birth like this, “For unto us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no 
end, on the throne of David  and over his kingdom to establish it and to uphold it with justice and 
righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.” Also, 
Zechariah spoke of Jesus when he said God, “has raised up a horn for salvation for us in the house of 
his servant David.” We should also remember Jesus said he was “the light of the world.” 

We still await Christ’s rule over all the earth and for all eternity.  Those who enter this eternal kingdom 
and enjoy this eternal blessedness will do so not because of who they are or what they have done, but 
for the sake of God’s servant Jesus.  God will remember in Jesus’s favor all the hardships he endured 
and show great kindness to those who come under the rule of great David’s greater Son.  


